Growth Group Study Guide

WEEK ONE
KNOWN

Quick Review of March 10 Sermon
1. Read Colossians 1:1-8. What insight, principle or
observation from this week’s sermon did you find to
be most helpful, eye-opening, or challenging? Did
anything confuse you? Please explain.

Getting Started
2. Attach an adjective to your name that not only
describes a dominant characteristic, activity or
accomplishment for which others know you, but also
starts with the same first letter of your name (e.g.
generous Graham, fast Freddy, helpful Hanna ,
youthful Yvette). Don’t let the first letter limit you.
What’s more important is that you accurately
describe how you are known to others. Be prepared
to share this with your group and tell why you
choose that adjective and/or why others know you
for that particular adjective.

Going Deeper
Context: The church in Colossae most likely began when a
Colossian named Epaphras responded to Paul’s sharing of
the gospel. Epaphras returned to his hometown and began
to share this news which resulted in the birth of the
Colossian church. Just as it is today, Colossae experienced
“hollow and deceptive philosophy” (2:8). Some type of
Greek or local philosophical sect (think “New Age
Philosophy”) was invading the Christian congregation to
entice members away. The letter of Colossians is Paul’s
pastoral plea to rightly remember Jesus.
3. In Colossians 1:1-8:
a. Recount all of the verbs Paul uses to describe
what the Christians in Colossae are known for.
What surprises/challenges you?

b. Why is the Gospel important to the identity of
those who have put their faith in Christ Jesus?

4. Because Epaphras responded to Jesus, the
Colossian church was founded. Who else can you
think of, present or past, that God has used to
multiply His kingdom? How can one person’s faith
and obedience to Jesus change the outcome of an
entire city?

5. Read Ephesians 1:11-19a and 1 Corinthians 15:1-5
a. What do these passages tell us about the
Gospel: what it is and what it does for us?

b. How does the Gospel help us to know God
and to be known by Him? Is there a diﬀerence
between knowing God, and being known by
God?

c. Define the word “inheritance” as a group
(Ephesians 1:14). How does the word
“inheritance” give greater meaning to the
Gospel?

6. Read Hebrews 11:1-6. What further instruction do we
receive here on what it means to be known for our
faith?

7. Read John 13:34-35.
a. During the last supper, what instruction does
Jesus provide on what it means to be known
for our love?

b. According to v. 34, why does Jesus say His
command to love one another is a “new”
command?

Taking Action
8. Read Matthew 5:43-48. How should our faith in
Christ impact our love for others, which includes our
enemies?

9.

In what ways is our church known for our faith and
love? How can we as believers in Jesus’ gospel
contribute to this?

WEEK TWO
RESCUED
Quick Review of March 17 Sermon
1. Read Colossians 1:9-14. What insight, principle or
observation from this week’s sermon did you find to
be most helpful, eye-opening, or challenging? Did
anything confuse you? Please explain.

Getting Started
2. Have you ever gotten completely lost? What
happened, how were you able to find your way and
how did you feel?

Going Deeper
3. Read Daniel 6. When the book of Daniel opens, the
Israelites (including Daniel) were taken into captivity
in Babylon. In Daniel 6, the Persians are now in
power and we see that Daniel has been elevated to a
government oﬃcial in the Persian empire. And he
was not just any government oﬃcial – he was one of
three overseers that were over other oﬃcials.
a. In vv. 1-5, what character qualities do we see
in Daniel as he approached his oﬃcial
responsibilities ?

b. The administrators and satraps (provincial
governors) developed an elaborate plan to
trap Daniel (vv. 6-9). What was their
motivation? What was Daniel’s response (vv.
10-11)? Have you ever encountered a similar
situation – where you tried to exercise moral
courage, i.e. tried to do the right thing but
encountered opposition from others? How
did you respond?

c. Why is moral courage important to
Christianity in the 21st century?

d. In vv. 14-20, we see the reluctance of King
Darius to harm Daniel. How did Daniel’s
identity in God impact King Darius?

e. In vv. 21-28, God rescues Daniel from the lion’s
den. What lessons would Darius, Daniel, the
Royal administrators, Persia and the church
have missed out on if Daniel had chosen the
“easy” way out by complying with the law?
Why does God rescue him?

f.

We may never be thrown into the lion’s den,
but how does God rescuing Daniel
foreshadow: 1) what Jesus has done for us,
and 2) how Jesus promises to be with us
today?

4. Read Joshua 2:1-18, 6:20-23. Moses has passed
away and now Joshua will lead the Israelites into the
Promised Land. Joshua 2 opens as Joshua sends
spies to explore the land and most especially
Jericho – a virtually impenetrable city surrounded by
massive walls.
a. In Hebrews 11:30-31, Rahab was commended
for her faith. In Joshua 2:4-12, how do we see
Rahab’s faith in practice?

b. The spies oﬀer a strange request for Rahab’s
safety – to tie a scarlet cord from the window.
What is the significance of this cord? What
does it communicate about God? What does
it communicate to the Israelites, and to
Rahab?

c. We often think of Rahab as being “rescued” in
this passage. However, as we look at vv. 1-7,
how were the spies rescued? What do we
learn about God from these verses?

d. In Joshua 6:20-23, In the midst of chaos and
destruction, God rescued Rahab. In light of
her background, why was it significant that
Rahab was now considered an Israelite? What
surprises you the most about the fact that
Rahab is now included in Jesus’ geneology
(Matt. 1:5)?

e. We may never have to hide spies or witness
the destruction of the Jericho walls, but how
does God rescuing Rahab relate to us in a
spiritual sense?

Taking Action
5. As you consider what you learned from this week’s
sermon and the discussion we just had, there is a
purpose behind God’s rescue and why He has saved
us for eternity. Consider further insights you can
learn from the following questions/passages.
a. What are we rescued from (read Romans
3:23, 8:1-2)?

b. What are we rescued into (read 1 Peter
2:9-10)?

c. What are we rescued to do (read Ephesians
5:8-10)?

d. Proverbs 30:25 reminds us that just as ants
store up food in the summer, so past
diligence and practice of faith prepares us for
future trials. In what ways are you currently
preparing yourself for future challenges?

WEEK THREE
LOVED
Quick Review of March 24 Sermon
1. Read Colossians 1:15-20. What insight, principle, or
observation from this week’s sermon did you find to
be most helpful, eye-opening, or challenging? Did
anything confuse you? Please explain.

Getting Started
2. When have you felt the most loved? What happened
to make you feel loved? Tell the story.

Going Deeper
3. Part of the purpose Paul had in writing Colossians
was to answer what has become known as the
“Colossian Heresy.” The heresy was, in part, an
attack on the deity (divine nature) of Jesus. Each
verse of Colossians 1:15-20 is a direct answer to this
heresy.
a. What aspects of Jesus Christ’s deity are
taught in v. 15?

b. How does v. 16 set Jesus Christ apart as
unique? Why is it important that Paul include
“visible and invisible” in his description?

c. Part of the heresy said that there was a time
when Jesus Christ was not. In other words,
that Jesus is not eternal because he is the
“first born.” How do vv. 17-18 speak against
that? Read Hebrews 1:2-4 -- what more does
this reveal to us about Christ?

d. What are some beliefs about Jesus Christ in
today’s culture that Colossians 1:15-20 speaks
against? How would our culture respond to
the idea that it is only through Jesus that all
things are reconciled (the key words being
“only” and “all”)? Do you agree or disagree
with our culture? Why?

4. Reconciliation is the linchpin of Christianity. In sin, all
of creation and humanity had experienced a broken
relationship with God; we were split from our source
of life and wholeness, and we needed that
relationship to be healed. Colossians 1:20 speaks of
this ultimate work of Christ.
a. What was the means of reconciliation
according to Colossians 1:20? How does
Hebrews 9:22-26 reinforce this? Why is it so
important?

b. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-19. What was the
purpose of Christ’s coming? Who took the
initiative? What has this meant to you in your
life?

c. Read John 3:16-17 and Romans 5:8-11. How
does God’s motivation of reconciliation spur
you towards reconciliation?

d. Read 2 Corinthians 5:19-20. What is the
method God has chosen to spread the
message of reconciliation?

e. Read Acts 16:23-34. How is the jailer in
Philippi an example of what it means to be
loved by God and reconciled to God? What
are the top two ways you can relate to the
jailer’s reconciliation story?

Taking Action
5. Look at the following scriptures: Fill in the table to
answer the questions at the top of each column.
Decide what specific action you will take this week
to respond to God’s love for you.

Scripture

How are we instructed
to respond to God’s
love and
reconciliation?

How does this
change our lives
and the lives of
others?

John 14:15, 21

John 15:9-13

Luke 7:44-48

Romans 10:14-15

1 John 4:16-21

"It was the will of God to crush Him. The Father
thought it was fitting to perfect the Son through
suﬀering. God willed what He abhorred." -- John
Piper, Desiring God
“Adoption is the highest privilege of the Gospel. The
traitor is forgiven, brought in for supper, and given
the family name.” - J.I. Packer, Knowing God

WEEK FOUR
FREED
Quick Review of March 31 Sermon
1. Read Colossians 1:21-23. What insight, principle, or
observation from this week’s sermon did you find to
be most helpful, eye-opening, or challenging? Did
anything confuse you? Please explain.

Getting Started (Choose One)
2. Describe a time when you felt trapped or unable to
leave a place or situation but were then liberated.
Alternatively, what do you think is the best movie
that portrays escape or achieving freedom? Why?

3. Describe a time when you freed someone or
something (animal, insect), or allowed someone or
something to be liberated. How did you feel?

Going Deeper
4. How would you define slavery? How would you
define freedom? Consider the context of New
Testament slavery as you read Romans 6 (below).
“...slavery in biblical times was very diﬀerent from
the slavery that was practiced in the past few
centuries in many parts of the world. The slavery in
the Bible was not based exclusively on race. People
were not enslaved because of their nationality or the
color of their skin. In Bible times, slavery was based
more on economics; it was a matter of social status.
People sold themselves as slaves when they could
not pay their debts or provide for their families. In
New Testament times, sometimes doctors, lawyers,
and even politicians were slaves of someone else.
Some people actually chose to be slaves so as to
have all their needs provided for by their
masters.” (www.gotquestions.org). Slaves were also
able to attain their freedom after the period of
repayment was accomplished.

5. Let’s now look at what the Bible has to say about
spiritual slavery and spiritual freedom. Read Romans
6.
a. According to this passage everybody is a
slave to something. What kinds of slavery are
described in the passage? How have you
experienced this, both in the past and today?

b. Even though we are all slaves, believers in
Jesus have been set free by Him in a number
of ways. According to Romans 6, what has
Christ set His followers free from? How have
you experienced this?

c. Slavery to sin kills and poisons fullness of life.
Why then do you think Paul feels the need to
defend not “continuing to sin” (v. 1), as if
slavery to sin is something Roman Christians
desire to continue?

d. Considering the context, what teachable
parallels to New Testament slavery do you
think Paul was trying make?

e. How are we instructed to use (and not use)
our freedom in Christ? According to verses
21-23, what benefits do we receive as a result
of properly exercising our freedom as
followers of Christ?

6. Read Galatians 5:13-14 and 1 Peter 2:13-17. As Jesus
sets us free from the law of sin and death how can
we show Jesus our appreciation and not take what
He did for us for granted? That is, how should we
use our newfound freedom?

7. Read Galatians 5:16-25. How can you experience
true freedom in Christ? What does it mean to keep
in step with the Spirit?

8. Let’s look at an example of what it looks like to be
freed. Read Mark 5:1-20. Prior to meeting Jesus, the
demoniac seemed free to do whatever he wanted,
but he was actually enslaved.
a. In what ways was he enslaved?

b. How was he freed from his slavery?

c. How did he choose to use his newfound
freedom?

d. What lessons are there here for us?

Taking Action
9. Give some tangible examples of how you exercised
your freedom to submit to Christ this week (or will
choose to exercise your freedom in Christ this
coming week). How do you feel in your freedom as
Christ’s slave?

10. In 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, Paul challenges the
Corinthians to display their allegiance to Jesus. As a
group, read out loud the passage, inserting your
own name in the place of the word “love.” For
example in verse 4, “Jordan is patient, Jordan is
kind. Jordan does not envy…” As each trait is read,
silently pray to yourself that this would be true for
everyone in the group.

1251 Windham Parkway
Romeoville, IL 60446
cometothesanctuary.org

